
VOL. XXXI, NUMBER 6

NOVEMBER 2005

American Helvetia
Philatelic Society

An Unknown Type of the Tell Boy (Part III)
by Axel Herms
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Part L published in the January 2005 TELL, listed the 19 stamps printed with cross
watermarks in both horizontal and vertical formats.

One of these 19 stamps, the Zumstein 119 is special, because there is beside the known type I,

a type unknown until now, which henceforth is designated as Type Ia . The peculiarity of this stamp is
that type I only exists on A-paper with watermark I (= 119A) whereas the type la exists exclusively on

B-paper with watermark II (= 119B) . The 119B design is therefore not identical to 119A and should
have been designated with its own catalog number.

When comparing its size with 119A, one realizes immediately

the larger vertical dimension of type la (Figures 1 to 3) . From its
height, each 119B can be clearly recognized and cannot be mistaken

for being any other 5 Rp . Until now the type la has only been seen on
this stamp and not observed on any other value . It must therefore
have derived from a printing plate that was used only for this one

issue . The numbers 136 and 138III which are also of vertical format
are a variant of type III and must be designated as type llla.

In order to establish that a stamp is type Ia, one can cut off one-half of another Tell Boy stamp
(except # 136 and 138111) and use this as a pattern.

Until now, 119B has only been

found to have derived from stamp
booklets or booklet stamp sheets.

Isolated individual examples having
uncut perforations on all sides must
similarly be ascribed also to booklet

issues, on the basis of their color
shades. This is not surprising because

booklet stamp sheets were sold in larger numbers to collectors . Many collectors used for franking

what was left over after tearing off the se-tenants . One can therefore conclude that no sheets with
119B were printed for window sale . The edition of this stamp issue therefore must have been very

small (360,000 booklet sheet stamps and an unknown number from stamp booklets) ; a canceled block

of four (not tête-bêche) is perhaps one of the greatest modern Swiss rarities.

Distinguishing the upright and horizontal watermarks
On close examination of an individual cross of the watermark, one realizes that the dimension

is larger in one direction . The difference is about 1 .5 mm . The broad cross looks correct to the eye,
whereas the upright one seems to be disturbingly wrong . A screening of all (continued on page 8)
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President's Message
Congratulations are in order for a num-

ber of our members ; as you will see by reading
this issue of TELL.

• Harlan Stone for his marvelous

achievement as "Champion of Champions" at the
annual Stampshow . Those of us who at-
tended last years AHPS Convention
viewed his newly mounted exhibit. We

can attest to its Championship quality.

• Our five-person team is to be congratu-
lated for moving on to the final champi-

onship round. Again, if you attended last

years convention and the seminar chaired
by Harlan you would have heard about
the competition and seen examples of the

exhibits.

• Chuck LaBlonde and his coauthor Robin
M Startup are to be congratulated the
publication of their new book . There are

a limited number of books and Chuck re-
ports sales are going well, so order now.

Our 2006 convention is April 28-30 in
San Francisco. Please make plans to attend.
The exhibits are wonderful, the seminars and

meetings are informative and the people to
people contact is priceless (thank you Master-

card) .

Bill,

2006 AHPS Convention
at WESTPEX

by Donn Lueck

The 2006 convention of AHPS will be

held April 28-30 at the San Francisco Airport
Marriott Hotel, the site of the 46 th annual

WESTPEX Stamp Show . The hours of the

show will be from 10:00 a.m. to 6 :30 p .m . on

Friday, 10.00 a .m . to 6:00 p .m . on Saturday,

and on Sunday from 10:00 a .m . to 4:00 p.m.
Show admission is $3, which is good for all

three days. Children accompanied by adults
are free.

Another fine seminar has been planned
by Harlan Stone. Pro Juventute stamps on and
off cover will be the subject of the AHPS Semi-

nar to held on Friday from 2 :00 to 4:00 p .m. in

the Santa Barbara Room . At least two mem-

bers with exhibits of these semi-postal stamps

have agreed to put their material on display.
All other members are invited to bring related
pages from their collections, along with ques-

tions .

The AHPS business meeting will be held

on Saturday 10 :00 a.m . to noon in the Bayside I

Room . This is a great opportunity for all mem-
bers of AHPS to meet the officers and to con-

tribute ideas to improve the society.

After the Friday afternoon seminar all
members and their guests are invited to meet
for a family style continental dinner including

cheese fondue at the nearby restaurant Stella
Alpina Osteria, formerly the Alpine Inn . Menu

and advance reservation information will be
found in the next issue of Tell.

A tour of the Western Philatelic Library

can be arranged on Sunday . This library has a

very extensive bibliography with over 6000
Swiss entries and over 1000 Liechtenstein en-

tries . Chuck LaBlonde has donated his very

extensive philatelic library also . This tour will

be arranged by Dale Eggen . We need a count

of AHPS members interested in the tour of this

great library. Please contact Dale Eggen at

d eggen@iuno.com if you are interested.

A prospectus is available at the WEST-
PEX website at http ://www.westpex.com for

forms and information on the show. Those

members who are not computer-oriented may
request a prospectus from Ross Towle, 400
Clayton Street, San Francisco, CA 94117.

This should be a wonderful show to at-
tend in one of the great cities in the world.

Hope to see many members at the show.

New AHPS Publication
Two small countries, separated by a

world at war, struggling to keep postal corre-

spondence moving -- this is the plot of a new
book jointly published by the American Helve-
tia Philatelic Society and the Postal History

Society of New Zealand . The book is entitled,
The Postal History of World War II Mail Be-
tween New Zealand and Switzerland . Two well-

known postal historians, Robin M. Startup and

Charles J . LaBlonde, relate this interesting

tale.
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The book provides a unique perspective

of World War II postal connectivity with exten-
sive archival material, over 85 illustrations and
a ten-page bibliography. Tabular postal rate
tables for both countries make the book espe-

cially useful for postal history researchers.
Personal, commercial and Red Cross mail is

treated, in the context of the constant pertur-

bations in the postal routes between the coun-
tries. The 130-page book is spiral bound to lie

flat. Although focused upon two countries,
much of the information in the book can be ap-
plied to the broader WW II postal history situa-

tion .

The AHPS has arranged a generous 25%
discount for members purchasing the book.

Retail price in the US and Canada is US $20
postage paid but AHPS members pay only US
$15 for the book . Order from Charles J.
LaBlonde, 15091 Ridgefield Lane, Colorado

Springs, CO 80921-3554 . An order form is in-

cluded in this issue of TELL.

AHPS Team Qualifies
for Final Round

"American Helvetia," the AHPS team
competing to become Swiss Champion, quali-
fied in the second round at the September 2-4
ZIMBRA 05 in Horgen, Switzerland, to advance

with five Swiss stamp clubs to the final cham-
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pionship round at NABA Baden 06, the na-
tional-level show next September. The first
round was held at LEMANPHILA 04 in

Lausanne.

The five-member team now comprises
Heinrich Heissinger exhibiting Rayons ; Harlan
Stone, 1862-1891 Swiss postal rates ; Michael
Peter, test drops during Zeppelin flights over

Switzerland in 1929; Ralph Soderberg, perfo-
rated cross official issues ; and Charles
LaBlonde, World War II postal routes to Red
Cross in Geneva.

Adding to the strong AHPS presence at
ZIMBRA were three individual exhibits:

• Ralph Soderberg, Cross & Numeral, gold

and special prize.

• Harlan Stone, Swiss postal envelopes,
gold and special prize.

• John Steinberg, Suchard advertising on
Swiss and foreign postal stationery and

other print media, gold.

A 40-Year Passage to
the C of C

by Harlan F. Stone, CPhH

Many paths have led

to the "Champion of Champi-
ons" at the annual Stamp-
show since the APS created

this ultimate prize in 1968.
My path was a slow passage
lasting nearly 40 years of pa-
tience, German translations,

study, lean times,
rebounds, good
contacts, luck, good
health, and sur-

vival on the Swiss
auction front. The
final judgment:
with persistence I

was able to achieve
a very long-term
goal of recreating
the philatelic
history of the Sitting

Helvetia. So can
you with your cho-
sen subject .

I started collecting the Sitting Helvetia
(and a lot of other Swiss issues) seriously in

1966, when I took up adult collecting . The sec-

retary of the Great Britain Helvetia Philatelic
Society, who wanted to encourage this new
member, recommended this issue because it

was colorful and still inexpensive.

Switzerland first attracted me during
the summer of 1948, when my family spent

three months revisiting a Swiss family that
had sat out World War II near us in Brooklyn,
N.Y. Ironically, the 1948 U.S. stamp for my
grandfather (Scott 965) came out while I was

overseas, but its appearance was too late to
prevent me from discarding my boyhood U .S.

collection upon returning home.

Over the years I gradually built up the
Sitting Helvetias (along with other Swiss phila-

telic areas) through the usual mixture of other
collectors, local club membership, circuit books,

dealers and small U.S . auction houses . Not un-

til 1990, however, did I take the big plunge,
bidding in the Swiss Rölli-Schär auction of the
famous Winterstein collection of this issue.

In the United States my improving ex-

hibit won five grand awards : National 1990 (a

former New York City show), ARIPEX 96,
ROPEX 01, CHICAGOPEX 02 and New York
Mega-Event 05. At international shows it won
seven golds and most recently in 2001 a large

gold plus special prize for breadth of material
at PHILANIPPON 01 (Tokyo) and a large gold
at HAFNIA 02 (Copenhagen) . At the last
Swiss national show with a high-competition

master class (similar to the APS C of C compe-
tition), NABA 2000 in St . Gallen, the jury
nominated the exhibit as one of three

candidates for the grand prix.

During my attendance at Swiss local
and regional shows during the 1990s, I ran into
Felix Winterstein several times . In 2002 he
proposed that my wife Helen Galatan-Stone

and I visit his village so he could propose a
page-by-page reorganization and layout of my
exhibit according to Swiss philatelic views,
which he had worked out on paper with color

photocopies ahead of our visit . His recommen-

dations were based on the maximum 120 pages
in 10 Swiss frames of 12 pages each . For U.S.

shows I have used the maximum 160 pages in
10 frames of 16 pages each . In international
shows I get the maximum 128 pages in eight
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frames of 16 pages each . As you can easily add
up, playing three games at once has required a
lot of fast page shuffling.

This brings us up to this year . I spent
almost every day during December 04 - Febru-

ary 05 finally creating my new Sitting Helvetia
exhibit, with new page and mount colors, com-
puter text, more selective material, less
crowded pages, and a shift of the famous third

group of stamps (on granite paper) to the end of
the exhibit to highlight their short period of use
before the entire issue was demonetized . That
rebirth led to the grand award at the New York

Mega-Event in March and the 37th C of C
competition at Stampshow in August.

The Collectors Club in New York has
invited me to exhibit and comment on the C of

C winner there on Saturday, February 18, to
all interested collectors.

AHPS Auction 133
Prices realized
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Final Chance
Now that the back issues (except for the

most recent three years) of TELL are posted on
our web site, your secretary is going to free up
some needed storage space . I will be discarding
my supply of back issues prior to 2003 shortly

after the first of the year (when the 2002 issues
will be posted on the web site) . I will only be

retaining my stock of the most recent three

years .

For those of you who want original hard

copies of any of my stock of back issues, now is
your last chance to obtain them . I have copies
of most all back issues from 1991 to date and a

few from 1990 . I have no stock prior to 1990

but these are, or soon will be, available on our
web site.

If you want to take advantage of this fi-

nal opportunity, please send me a list of the
back issues you want (including 2003, 2004,
and 2005 issues) together with $1 per issue to
cover the postage . I will refund any excess

postage . Members outside the United States,

please send $1 .50 per issue, same deal on the
refund of excess postage . Do it now because
if you wait until after the first of the new

year, you'll be too late.

Send your request and payment to me
(cash or checks made out to R.T. Hall) at:

Secretary
American Helvetia Philatelic Society

Post Office Box 15053
Asheville, NC 28813-0053
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AHPS Slide Show Program Back In Business
by Bruce Marsden, Slide Chairman

I am pleased to report that after a little hiatus, the AHPS library of photographic 35mm slide
and video presentations is again open and available for lending to members and clubs . With pre-

recorded audio cassettes, the slide programs run 15-45+ minutes long and are very suitable for use as

programming material for local stamp club meetings . These shows are a great way to promote

interest in Swiss philately . AHPS members are also encouraged to borrow the programs for personal
education.

The procedure for borrowing a slide show is very simple and is explained on the order form

enclosed as an insert to this issue . You can also get a head start on the reservation process by sending

me an email at bmarsden@verizon.net with AHPS Slide Show in the subject.

If you are borrowing the show for personal use I will send it to you on a first come, first served

basis .

Following is a list of the available programs:

Title Slides Running Time

Switzerland, a Panorama of its Postal History and Stamps 79 45+ minutes

Pro Juventute 1950-1957 Insects 73 32 minutes

Collecting Used Stamps 28 15 minutes

Strubels – The Imperforate Sitting Helvetias 56 not stated

Swiss Postal Stationery 68 not stated

The St . Gotthard Railway of Switzerland 1882-1982 72 25 minutes

We also have the following VHS video program

NABA Zurich 1984 Philatelic Parade VHS 82 minutes

Advances in technology have made it easier than ever to produce new media presentations . I

invite members who would like to help develop additional presentations in their own areas of
collecting interest to contact me at the above address . I have a computer scanner which makes quick
work of obtaining high quality detailed images of philatelic material . I am also considering making

arrangements to have the existing slide shows converted into Powerpoint and DVD presentation
formats which are easier to handle for those with suitable equipment ; I would appreciate your

suggestions in this area . Thanks for your support!
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An Unknown Type of the Tell Boy (Part III)
(Continued from page 1) watermark papers has shown
that with watermark I the horizontal dimension is always

larger, and with watermark II the vertical one is always
larger. Actually the crosses of the watermark should be of
same length in both directions.

The difference can be clearly explained as a result of

the small diameter (20 cm) of the dandy roll . The crosses
are elongated in the direction around the cylinder [similar
to the difference in the flat plate and rotary press versions

of some US stamps] . This proves to us that the crosses
were soldered onto the dandy roll in horizontal rows paral-

lel to the axis of the cylinder . To identify the position of
the watermark, the variable dimensions of the cross arms
are of great help . The difference of 1 .5 mm can be well
identified even when only one half of the crosses can be

seen (better than the much smaller differences in water-
marks having broad and small ovals!) . With a little bit of
experience it will soon be possible to identify at first sight

the watermark position of nearly every stamp, based solely on this characteristic (Figures 5 and 8).

The differing pictures of watermarks I and II in practice

Even though the crosses of the watermark are
distributed regularly throughout the printing sheet, in

practice one various combinations of parts of the cross.
Only rarely do crosses with either neighboring vertically
or horizontally occur on a given stamp . When they do, it
is a dead giveaway as to the position of the watermark

(figures 4 and 7) . Sometimes a cross appears exactly in
the center of the stamp (figures 5 and 8) . In these cases,

the position of the watermark can also be clearly iden-
tify on the basis of form of cross (wide or tall), the na-
ture of paper, or the color shade . As soon as fractions of

the neighboring crosses can be seen (figures 6 and 9),
with a little bit of experience and help of the picture one
can establish the position of the watermark . To do this,

proceed as follows: first, inspect the stamp on a

black background after being immersed in wa-
termark fluid or soaked in water . Then note the
location of most prominent part of a cross . Then

search for a similar position with the help of the
pattern in Figure 3a and inspect the stamp to
see if additional observed parts of the cross are

at the "correct" location. If not, inspect the op-

posite position ; one of these tests should show
you whether the stamp has a upright or hori-

zontal watermark.

(to be continued)
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Matterhorn Meanderings
by Richard T. Hall

I want to start off this issue's Meanderings with a question I received from member Ed Duliba.
He writes :

I think that as the baby boomer generation of collectors age, there are going to be

many 30 to 40 year old specialized, extensive collections come on the market . AHPS

could help by identifying honest Swiss (or otherwise) auction houses or dealers.

Or suggestions about how to dispose of a Swiss collection. If I try to sell off a col-

lection of 600 plated examples of Zum . 16II, it would be hard to find some dealer who

could handle the sale . Or a complete plating of the 1900 UPU set . Or a collection of

several hundred different rasterfehler ghost flaws from the photogravure stamps of the
1940's. Or perfins. Or railroad cancels. Etc.

I think Ed's question is an excellent one and I'd like to make my column a message board for

opinions of our members, particularly our dealer members . Very few of us have collections that will

merit a "name sale" auction, but we have put a lot of time and effort into building the collections we
have and for our own sake or for that of our heirs, we want to make sure that whoever handles the
sale of our material both appreciates and gets the best price for it.

I'm a little skittish about the "identifying honest auction houses and dealers . " Perhaps the best

way to handle this delicate question is to let the named auction house or dealer submit a comment or
rebuttal to an issue or complaint . I will send such issues or complaints to the named organization
prior to publishing them in my column and ask them to comment or rebut the statements . After a

reasonable time for receipt of the rebuttal, I will publish the issue or complaint along with the com-
ment or rebuttal, if one is received . And that will be the end of that exchange. I will not allow an on-

going dialogue between the two parties.

I am particularly interested in hearing suggestions for the second half of Ed's question – how
best to dispose of a specialized collection. Dealers, please send me your comments and collectors, send

me your experiences . Meanwhile, see the article on page 11 on selling through eBay.

Our eagle-eyed member, Pierre Guinand, together with Pascal Schneider had an interesting

article in the July-August issue of the SBZ. If one examines the various issues in the "Design" series

(Zumstein 1107 and later) under a strong glass, you will discover that the photogravure screening pat-
tern exists in two orientations . The screening pattern consists of tiny diamond shapes. The diamonds

are either upright (like those on a playing card) or horizontal . You say, so what's the big deal? Well,
these self-adhesive stamps were each issued in one or more of three formats : a booklet of 10, a busi-

ness sheet of 50, or a roll of 2000 . Stamps from the sheet or roll format have a horizontal orientation

of the screening pattern while those from the booklet panes have a vertical orientation . The following

table gives the formats of the six Design stamps issued to date:

Booklet pane Business sheet Roll

15c Vegetable peeler yes no no

50c Zipper no no yes

85c Station clock yes yes yes

1Fr Le Corbusier chair yes yes no

1Fr Landi chair yes yes yes

2.20Fr Pencil yes yes no

So for all but the 15c Vegetable peeler and the 50c Zipper you should be able to find the stamp
in both orientations . But as Guinand and Schneider say, further research is required to distinguish
between the business sheet and roll format stamps, if there is a difference . Get out your magnifying
glass and see what you have and see if you can discern a difference between the two horizontally ori-

ented formats of the 85c Station clock and the 1Fr Landi chair.
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There is one new K-cancel to report. On
September 30, 2005, the post office at 6207 Nottwil

SPZ [Schweizer Paraplegiker Zentrum] slightly
changed the design of its K-cancel . The old K-
cancel (number 1265) had landscaping in front of
the buildings . The new K-cancel (number 1265a)
[Figure 1] eliminated the landscaping and replaced

it with the Cross and P logo of the Schweizer
Paraplegiker organizations . On October 1 and 2,
2005, a special cancel [Figure 2] was used at this

post office to commemorate the opening of the Guido A . Zäch Institute at the Zentrum.

Here's the latest in the ongoing tale of post office closings and changes:

1 . On June 22, 2005, the post office at 6503 Bellinzona 3 Carasso (canton Ticino) was closed . [K-cancel

1276 was last used on that date]

2. On June 30, 2005, the following post offices were closed:

8898 Flumserberg Tannenbodenalp (canton St . Gallen) [K-cancel 828 was last used on that

date]
3826 Gimmelwald (canton Bern)
3822 Isenfluh (canton Bern)
3824 Stechelberg (canton Bern) [K-cancel 118b was last used on that date]

7109 Thalkirch (canton Graubünden)
7122 Valendas (canton Graubünden)

3. On July 30, 2005 the following post offices were closed:

6654 Cavigliano (canton Ticino)
6652 Tegna (canton Ticino) [K-cancel 929 was last used on that date]

4. On August 13, 2005, the post office at 1607 Palézieux-Village (canton Vaud) was closed and the

post office at 1607 Palézieux-Gare was renamed 1607 Palézieux.

5. On September 30, 2005, the following post offices were closed:

3991 Betten (canton Valais)
1041 Bottens (canton Vaud)
1043 Sugnens (canton Vaud)

1412 Valeyres-sous-Ursins (canton Vaud)

That's it for this time. Please send me your comments and suggestions on how best to dispose

of a Swiss collection .
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Selling Stamps on eBay
by Bruce Franson

Many Tell readers may remember my
father, Richard Franson, a long time member of

the A.H .P.S. and certainly one who loved his

Swiss stamp collection . Before his death in
August 2003, he asked me to take care of selling
his collection, with the proceeds going to the

children and grandchildren. This article

describes my experience of selling these stamps
by regular auction and using eBay — the
Internet auction service.

Bruce Marsden gave me a set of

questions, so I decided to use them (and some of
my own) and treat this as an interview rather
than prose.

So what is eBay? I've heard a lot about it,
but don't really understand it . `eBay'
(www .ebay.com) is an Internet auction service.
It started about 6 years ago, and now has well
over 100 million users . Like a regular auction,
there is an item to be sold by the seller, but
instead of the buyers being in one location, they
are all over the world . The auctioneer is eBay,
and the auction takes place over a 7 day period.
The seller can easily create a listing on eBay
with an item he or she wants to sell . Usually it
has a photograph and always has some
description . eBay is organized into categories,
including one main category called Stamps, with
sub categories which of course include
Switzerland. A listing ends on a particular day
and time (exactly 7 days from when it was
listed). The highest bidder at the end of the
auction wins the item . The seller pays all the
fees, which consist of a listing fee (about $1 .00
per listing) and a final value fee (about 3-5% of
the final sale price) . In addition, payment is
usually handled by Paypal (more on that later),
which adds another 2-3% to the fee.

To see eBay in action, simply go to the

website www.ebay.com, then click on Stamps,
then click on Switzerland and Liechtenstein.
You'll see a set of stamps on auction. To see how
much stamps sold for, use the search feature on

eBay and check the box Completed Items Only.

For example, search using the keyword Strubel
and you'll always see a few items that have been
sold.

Sounds good, but how do you make sure

that the buyer (or seller) is honest? The
brilliance of the eBay concept is that it uses a
peer rating system to ensure honesty . The
buyer and seller leave feedback on eBay at the
end of the transaction . If you look on eBay,
you'll notice that by the seller name on an item
is the rating which is the number of unique
buyers that have left positive feedback. A seller
that is below 98% positive will not get many
people to bid on his or her items . A seller can
cancel the bid of a buyer that has a poor rating.

How did you get started? My original plan
was to simply find an auction house that I could
trust . Unfortunately, these are not so easy to
find . Those specializing in Switzerland are in
Switzerland, but were only interested in a few of
the stamps. I searched the past eBay auctions
to get a feel for price and decided to try it out . I
selected about 10 stamps that represented a
cross section of medium value stamps and put
them up over a period of a month.

So how did it go at first? Well, a few people

got some great deals! Some stamps went for a
fraction of what my father paid, others did quite
well . There are anywhere from 1000 to 2000
listings in the Switzerland stamp section of eBay
at any one time . At first, I was barely noticed . I
then started using the featured listings (more on
that later), and I started to get a few collectors
watching and bidding . The other thing I quickly
learned was that small lots are better than large
lots. I tried to group items so they would sell for
a bare minimum of $5 .00 and usually more like
$20.00 or higher.

I notice you always started your bids at
$1.00 and did not use eBay's reserve feature.
Why? My experience from watching both
techniques in use is that they work against both
the buyer and seller in the long run . The reason
people go to eBay is that they hope to get a good
deal on a stamp . If you as the seller decide what
it is worth, you are not letting the marketplace
determine the worth of the stamp. People just
won't bid, and you waste your time (and money).
The very fact that some people got some great
deals early on only encouraged others to begin
watching my auctions, and would often bid
aggressively.

I see. . . So it is important to get a
reputation on eBay . Exactly! As I described
earlier, you need to get both a positive eBay
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ratings score, but also your eBay user name
needs to be one that they begin to recognize.
While many dealers use eBay to sell their
stamps, but most set a minimum bid . People
would rather buy from a collector, not just

another dealer – they are hoping to get a good
deal on a good stamp, not the high priced item,
or the dregs that no one else wanted.

So, did you sell everything I sold over 600
lots, and only had one or two that did not get a
bid at all . Overall, I received a bit more than my
father originally paid (quite good considering the
fact that he bought a fair number from dealers
and the values are not as high as they were in
the 1980s) . This compared to an offer from a
dealer of about 40% of what my father had paid.

Who were your buyers? Were some from
overseas? Did you have big buyers? Any
problems? About half were overseas buyers.
Some of my most frequent buyers were from
Spain, South America, and other places . I would
guess that I sent stamps to at least 20 different
countries . The top 5 bidders accounted for over
half of the dollar value of all sales . Almost all
buyers were individual collectors, not dealers . I
had almost no problems with payment (of
course, I would not send the stamp till I was
sure I had the payment) . Swiss stamp collectors
worldwide are an honest bunch.

You are not an expert – did you have any
stamps that were returned because of
problems? I did a couple of things to help
prevent problems . First, I sent about 100
stamps away to Switzerland for certificates.
That was a tremendous help . Of those 100
stamps, a couple of the stamps were fakes (good
fakes), and some of the Strubels were incorrectly
identified (a constant problem for those of you
who know Strubels) . I also had a kind offer from
an A.H.P.S. member to look over some other
questionable items which he did for free.
Second, I tried to be ruthlessly honest in my
descriptions . Any faults I would note . I had two
lots returned to me for refund, and two others
where we negotiated a partial refund.

So, how does someone get started with this?
What equipment do you need? First, you
need a computer with Internet access . If you are
going to do a lot of auctions, you want to get
high speed Internet if it is available in your
area. Most any reasonably new computer will
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work well. You also need a scanner . Almost any

scanner will work fine . (The most important

part of the scanner is the software for adjusting

the images you scan in) . Expect to pay $100 to

$150 for a good scanner. I used a PC with
Windows, but an Apple Mac computer can also

be used just as effectively . I would scan the

front and back of the stamps (I would leave
them in a good quality stock book page to make

it easier) . I would then use the scanner software
program to center the image and get it to the

correct resolution (500 to 1000 pixels wide so
that it shows detail on the screen and isn't too

big) .

	

I used Vendio (www.vendio.com) to

actually create the listing. They have a

"supersize" feature that comes free that you
have to pay extra for on eBay. Getting the

image right is half the battle for good listings.
Vendio also has a template that makes the

auction listing look nice . Figure on 30-60
minutes per lot for listing, communication, and

mailing.

What special eBay features did you use? I
used the featured listing extensively. Featured
listing means that the listing will always be
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What special eBay features did you use? I
used the featured listing extensively. Featured
listing means that the listing will always be
displayed at the top of all the listings. As I
mentioned earlier, getting people to see your
auction is a big part of the challenge . It is
pricey ($19.95 per listing), but I always made
sure I had at least one featured listing each
week . People can then easily view your other
auctions by clicking on a simple link, so getting
them to one auction helps sell all your items.
Often the featured item would sell for a
premium that was more than the additional
$19 .95 in cost . If I were a collector and only
had 10 stamps to sell, I would make sure at
least one was a featured listing (and worthy of
being a featured listing – should sell for at
least $200-$300).

How did payment and mailing work?
About 75% of the buyers used Paypal . Paypal
acts as a third party agent . Both buyer and
seller register with Paypal . The buyer can use
a credit card to pay, or direct debit from their
bank account. The seller can transfer the
money to his or her bank account . As I noted
earlier, high volume sellers pay a fee to Paypal
(if you are registered as a premium seller
which allows people to pay you with credit
cards, and allows you to receive more than
$1000 / month) . I accepted personal checks
from people in the US, and of course good old
cash in dollars. Some people in Europe
preferred to send me cash via registered mail.
I would send the items via regular postal mail.
For valuable items I would recommend
certified mail (US), recorded delivery (some

European countries) or registered mail (all

countries) . The buyer would pay the postage

and additional fees.

Any closing comments? To sell stamps on
eBay, you need to understand the stamps well
enough to represent them accurately and fairly.
I had collected Swiss stamps, and knew them
well enough to list them . You don't need to be
a computer expert, but you need to be able to
get around well . If you are going to sell a
portion of your collection, take it on as a
project, and put the time into it over a few
months . I think the beauty of eBay is that it
works well for one collector to sell to another –
almost all my sales were to people who loved
these stamps, so I felt my father would have
been very pleased to know that his collection
will continue to be appreciated by many others.

Bruce Franson

bdfranson@yahoo .com

PO Box 7087
Ann Arbor MI, 48107

DEAR ABBY: Our daughter has
been dating a young man for
about a year, and he has asked us
for her hand in marriage . Last
night he told our daughter that he
is a philatelist . Do you think we
should consent to this marriage?

-- LINDA'S PARENTS
DEAR PARENTS : Why not? He

has as much right to collect old
stamps as you have to collect old
jokes.
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AHPS Auction 134
This sale features an eclectic array of lovely items . It begins with a nice selection of Swiss

stamps, especially some hard to find officials . Then come several large lots for those who like to
rummage, followed by a group of Suchard chocolate postal cards and a book that tells all about them.

After a large group of Soldier stamps, the sale ends with a few lots of Liechtenstein.

Please pay special attention to three donation lots (lots 37, 38 and 39) . These lots are sold for
the benefit of the society treasury . No reasonable bid will be refused on these lots, so remember our
watchwords : Bid early, high and often!

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (Sc ) as
appropriate. Values are from the 2003 Zumstein ; please take into account the very active recent
market and catalog value increases as you make your bids . For the Suchard cards, the first catalog
number is from the Zumstein Ganzsachen catalog, while the number of the imprint is from the
Barnier book . For the soldier stamps, the number and value are from the Wittwer catalog . Catalog

value is converted to dollars at the rate SFr . 1 = US$ 0.80. Most lots are illustrated on the Internet
via the AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org

Closing date for bids in this auction is November 26, 2005 . Please send bids to auction
manager Gordon Trotter by one of the following means; Email : auction@swiss-stamps.org . Mail:

10626 Fable Row, Columbia, MD 21044. On-line bids are preferred and will be acknowledged . The

deadline for submitting lots for auction 135 is January 15, 2006 .
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